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INTRODUCTION 

The idea for a European No-Dig conference grew from discussions between UKSTT, GSTT, FSTT and 

IATT at the ISTT International Conference in Florence in 2019. As a result of these discussions 

UKSTT agreed to host the first Conference, planned for 2020 alongside the biennial No-Dig Live 
event. Covid intervened so both the No-Dig Live and the Conference were postponed to September 

2021. Travel was still difficult at that time but the authors all worked very hard to make the 

Conference a success, some online and some in person.

 

A Conference is only as good as its content. With this in mind we established a Technical Committee 

to ensure a high standard. I was privileged to be the Chairman of this Committee and am grateful for 

the support of my fellow members: Prof. Stefano Mambretti (IATT), Dr. Olivier Thépot (FSTT), Julian 
Britton (UKSTT), Dr. Dec Downey (ISTT) and Jens Hölterhoff (GSTT). All of them gave their time 
generously to review submissions during a difficult period for everybody.

 The content of a Conference depends on the authors. Our objective was to focus on design of liners 

in both gravity and pressure applications. The keynote authors, Dr. Thépot and Dr. Gumbel, 

established a very high technical level which set the scene very well and the other authors’ papers 
each focused on a specific aspect, often practical, to support and emphasise certain key points. On 

behalf of the Technical Committee and of UKSTT I thank them all for their magnificent efforts in 

preparing the papers and presentations. 

The content of these Proceedings will remain valid and relevant for 

many years and I consider this 1st European Conference to be a 

milestone in the development and growth of trenchless technologies 

in Europe. Already in May 2023 a successful 2nd European 
Conference has been held in Milan, organised by IATT. I look 
forward to future Conferences in the series to build upon this strong 

foundation and to disseminate technical knowledge and 
understanding throughout and beyond the trenchless community.

Tom Sangster
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Author Biographies 

Conference Chairman - Dr Dec Downey

After graduating from Bath University, Dec Downey 
joined the ARC Group in 1973 and spent 14 years 

involved with concrete pipe development and 

technology licensing, particularly in Japan and SE Asia. 

In 1987 he joined Insituform working until 2002 as 
Group Technical Manager and VP Asia Pacific. He was a 
partner at Jason Consultants Group in 2002-2010 

before working as an independent consultant 
(Trenchless Opportunities Ltd) and has no plans to 

retire just yet! 

He was a co-author of the NASTT CIPP Good Practices Guidelines and presently writes and delivers 

course materials for JBP Training. Dec became a member of ISTT in 1986 and UKSTT in 1993. He has 

been an ISTT Guarantor/Trustee since 1999, served as ISTT Chairman 2007-2010, and is currently 

Honorary President. His work in the concrete pipe business has been recognised by the Japan 

Microtunnelling Association with the Kurose Award, he is proud to hold a UKSTT Lifetime Achievement 

Award, an ISTT Fellowship and the ISTT Gold Medal. 

Dr Olivier Thépot

Dr Olivier Thépot graduated from the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et 
Chaussées with a PhD in Geotechnical Engineering and he is also 

graduated in civil engineering and public works from the Ecole des 

ingénieurs de la Ville de Paris. He worked for 30 years at Eau de 

Paris (the Paris water public operator) in the engineering 
department as a scientific expert.
He has 30 years of experience in the diagnosis and the mechanical 

assessment of underground pipes and man entry sewers and in the 
design of structural rehabilitations. 

He invented patented testing devices for the mechanical assessment of man entry sewers and a design 

method for non-circular linings.

He has been actively involved in elaborating the new French design Method for the rehabilitation of 
gravity pipes – the ASTEE 3R2014 Recommendations. He is also a member of the Blue Ribbon panel 

reviewers of the New ASCE Manual of Practice N°145 for the design of Close-fit Liners for Gravity pipes.

He is a member of the French Scientific and Technical Association for Water and Environment (ASTEE) 

and of the French Society for Trenchless Technology (FSTT).
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Nick Orman
Nick is a Chartered Civil Engineer and Environmental Manager, 

and Principal Consultant with WRc, specialising in the design, 

rehabilitation, management and operation of drain and sewer 
systems and in water industry standards and legislation. He has 

been involved in developing UK and European Standards for drain 

and sewer systems for over 30 years. His specialist areas include 

sewer inspection technologies, sewer deterioration mechanisms, 

sewer blockage mechanisms, standards development, product 

specifications and the practical understanding of relevant water 

industry legislation. 

Firmino Plácido Pires Barbosa 

Following this the introduction to another no-dig pipe rehabilitation systems, e.g. ambient and hot curing 

felt liner systems and GRP segmental lining, was performed and knowledge improved in some job sites 

abroad.
Firmino joined RELINEEUROPE in January 2013 and is responsible for promotion the ALPHALINER, the 

RELINEEUROPE TQM (Total Quality Management) and, of course, the sales in the whole North, South and 

West European region.

His role is varied from the technical specification, product and material testing with water companies and 

their contractors.

Since 1998 involved in No-Dig pipe rehabilitation, he brings extensive experience of working on different 

CIPP technologies.
The foundation of RELINE APTEC – a new company in the RELINE UV Group – is since November 2016 the 
new additionally challenge. Firmino is in charge for the further development of the GRP UV-light curing 

hose liner for the renovation of pressure pipes and the business development for its application in different 
areas, e.g. sewer force mains, gas and potable water mains.
The skills of a civil engineer together with the experience in business development for trenchless pipe 

rehabilitation techniques grants Firmino the success within this new challenge.

 He is a major contributor to the forthcoming SRM Sewer 
renovation design guide.  

Is a graduated Civil Engineer, specialized in water and 
wastewater infrastructure as well as in waste disposal. After 

many years working as a consultant engineer, he changed to the 

contractor side and gained many years of experience as a site 

manager. This experience covered from the infrastructure, 
building, and housing sites and gave him the opportunity to 
improve his knowledge about general civil construction. n 1998 

he moved into the technology of no-dig pipe rehabilitation for 
developing the international market for a German developed 

HDPE composed system. .
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Dr Ricky Selle
Dr. Ricky Selle graduated in 2000 from the University of Leipzig as 
industrial engineer at the Institute for Solid Construction under Prof. Gert 

König. After working for KHP in Leipzig for one year, specializing in 

reinforced concrete and steel construction, he went to Ohio University in 

the USA for two years and worked on various research projects on the 
subject of concrete pavements.  Back in his hometown, Ricky Selle worked 
as managing director in a planning office before founding his own 

architecture and engineering firm with a partner in 2006. An apartment 
building designed by his office in Leipzig was the tallest wooden house in 

the new German states (excluding Berlin) when it was completed in 2013, 

with four floors. 

From 2011, Ricky Selle increasingly took on projects for Selle Consult in a parallel capacity. His focus was 

initially on static calculations of pipelines. In 2015, he became managing director alongside his father, and 

in 2016 he also became an owner of Selle Consult.

Since then, he has developed Selle Consult into one of the leading consulting companies for supporting 

structures of underground technical infrastructure made of plastics, helping to shape the relevant 
national and international regulations.
Since 2010, Ricky has lectured at the HTWK Leipzig within the master's program on the topic of the 

wood-concrete composite. He also was a lecturer at the University of Leipzig from 2014 to 2016 within 
the series of lectures on planning and operating municipal infrastructure.

In 2020, Ricky Selle was approved publicly appointed and sworn expert for the design of pipes and 

manholes including corresponding rehabilitation procedures.

Dr. rer.nat. Nils Füchtjohann

Dr Nils Füchtjohann trained at the University Dortmund from 1995 

- 1996 before starting at the University Cologne in 1998 then 

Philipps-University Marburg before leaving in 2006. 

Currently the Global Director for SAERTEX Nils has also been head 

of Research and Development and a developer for Schreiner Group.

Nils has a number of publications including: 

Testing pressure CIPP under dynamic Loading; Trenchless International, winter 2018, Dr. Ricky Selle, 

Heiko Below and Dr. Nils Füchtjohann

Developing a Design Approach for CIPP under Pressure; Trenchless International, autumn 2017, Dr. 
Ricky Selle and Dr. Nils Füchtjohann
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Dr.-Ing. Mark Klameth
Mark Klameth is a civil engineer for geotechnical engineering with more 

than 17 years of professional experience. He studied civil engineering at 

the university of his hometown Hannover (Germany).
After graduating, he took up a position as a research assistant and 

doctoral student at the Institute for Geotechnical Engineering there. 

There he worked in cooperation with the IKT on his doctoral thesis on 

the MAC system, a non-destructive testing system for assessing the 

structural integrity of walk-in sewer collectors.

In addition to his work at the institute, he also worked as a freelancer 

for various engineering firms. 

This included calculations for construction pit shoring, long-term settlement calculations of soft clay soils 
under container terminals and CPT monitoring for offshore wind energy plants. He also specialised in the 

calculation of special geotechnical problems using 3-dimensional FE programmes.

After completing his doctorate, he moved to IKT in Gelsenkirchen, where he has now been working for 7 

years and is head of the structural analysis department.
In addition to calculating statics for CIPP liners and trench-laid pipes, his tasks also include supporting 
customers with special geotechnical problems, conducting product tests and seminars in the field of 

geotechnics and occasionally giving lectures at the universities in Hanover and Bochum in the field of 
sewer and pipeline construction.

Dr. Steve Brogden

Dr. Steve Brogden is a Polymer Engineer with 40 years of experience 
in materials technology, having specialised in plastic pipes for over 

30 years.

He was involved in the development of polymer pipes and lining 

systems for the water industry in the mid-1990s, contributing to 
Water Industry Specifications. His PhD on the fatigue loading of 
PVC and PE pipes formed the basis of a UK Water Industry IGN. 

Between 2000 and 2008 he worked as a plastic pipe specialist in Sweden and Scotland. Between 2009 

and 2018 Steve was the Technical Authority for Swagelining, being responsible for all Die Draw liner 

design calculations globally.  This included design for a wide range of applications including high pressure 
subsea water injection pipelines and large diameter utility water pipes.

Steve has been Managing Director of Die Draw Ltd from its inception in 2018 to date, with the mission of 

re-introducing Die Draw technology to the water and gas utility industries globally. Temporary works 

solutions for implementation of Die Draw in major cities where access is restricted is key to the ongoing 

successful deployment of the technology, especially for the UK water industry.




